Freshmen Theology
Miss Karen Pilon, Teacher
kpilon@smccmonroe.com
www.smcctheology.weebly.com 
Course Description 
The purpose of this course is to give students a general knowledge and appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures.  Through their study of the Bible students will come to encounter the living Word of God, Jesus Christ. In the course, they will learn about the Bible, authored by God through Inspiration, and its value to people throughout the world.  Students will learn how to read the Bible and will become familiar with the major sections of the Bible and the books included in each section.  
Curriculum- Text & Objectives
Jesus Christ: God’s Revelation to the World
Ave Maria Press e-text, c. 2011




Students must have the personal bible provided by the school to use daily. There are many classes when we are reading the text or looking at an online assignment and reading from Scripture. It is also simpler to follow class discussion when using a version of the bible in common. For these reasons, students are discouraged from using an e-bible or personal bible.
Major Topics of Study Include:


Knowing God through both Natural Revelation and Divine Revelation

Bible basics- where did Scripture come from, how is it organized and read


Guided Reading of the Old Testament (10-12 weeks)


Guided Reading of the New Testament (6-8 weeks- this is a planned extension past the semester)
This course follows the US Bishops High School Curriculum Framework for Course I- The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture. For course specific details, such as curriculum objectives, please visit: http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/upload/high-school-curriculum-framework.pdf.

Christian Conduct Expectations

Disrespect in word or deed will not be tolerated.  You may not make disparaging remarks or gestures- by way of example, this would include eye-rolling.  You may not deface the school property. All behavior expectations outlined in your SMCC Student Handbook will be enforced. Students who detract from the Christian environment of this class will (at a minimum) earn an Afterschool Detention. An athletic practice does not excuse you from this consequence. I am more than willing to contact your coach to make the arrangement. If you cannot serve on the day it is earned, you must 1) discuss this with the teacher before you don’t show up and 2) serve it the next school day.

Academic Expectations

1. In the event of a school cancellation, graded work will be posted on the weebly. Check for it.

2. Students are to have the e-text and print bible with them every day. You will not be permitted to return to your locker after the bell.  You will need loose-leaf paper in a notebook, folder or binder and a pen.  Please come to class prepared to participate.  For home study, it is recommended that you use paper flashcards, quizlet.com, or a flashcard app. 
3. Being on time is an important life skill. Students are expected to be in the room before the second exchange bell rings. Tardies are tracked by the office and earn Afterschool Detentions.
4. Grading for this course will follow the SMCC policy as found in your student handbook. The SMCC Athletic Eligibility policy will be strictly followed.  Do not ask, argue or whine.  I will not make any exceptions, special accommodations or give extra credit. Administration reviews Eligibility every other week. On those Mondays, the gradebooks are closed from 4pm until noon on Wednesday. Attempting to hand in missing work AFTER you have been deemed ineligible will not shorten that period of ineligibility—it will, however, serve to make you eligible at the next review in two weeks by improving your grade.
5. Unexcused Absence-- Students earn a ‘zero’ for any test or assignment missed.   

6. Excused Absences-- Students (not the teacher) are responsible for any work missed. The number of days absent is the number of school days allowed to make up the work without a late penalty. This means that if you are absent one day, and turn the work in three days later—it is Late Work.
7. Excused Absences—When a test is missed, students should be prepared to take the make-up test during a study hall OR after school on the next school day. It is strongly recommended that students make up missed work before making up a missed test. Missed tests must be made up within one week or the student will earn a ‘zero’ for the test. 
If you are absent for a test, and you have a study hall, your moderator will have the test for you to take the day you return. If you do not have a study hall, see Miss Pilon to make an arrangement to test after school. I do not offer make-up testing periods before school. If this is your only option, you may make your own arrangement with either Ms. Pickering OR Mr.  Cousineau. Those two teachers may be available to supervise you at 7am. After you make your own arrangement with one of them, please let Miss Pilon know to give them the test.
8. Multiple versions of chapter tests may be used among the class hours, in a class hour, or with absentee make-ups-- as a deterrent to academic dishonesty (cheating). I will not debate whether one version or another was “easier”. All students have access to the test study list on the weebly which specifies exactly what will be tested. 
9. It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with the class- present or not. Absent work is recorded as a zero until it is submitted. Homework, test study lists, handouts, etc. will be posted on the class weebly at the end of each school day. Absent students should check this for missed work- in the evening of the missed day. Please do not check for work when you wake up, find nothing, and assume that you have missed nothing. 

10. When submitting absent work, be certain that Miss Pilon knows that it was absent and not late. 
11. Classwork/ homework will be assigned on a regular basis. Late homework will be penalized 30%, then marked down from that 70% for any deficiencies. Mathematically, zeros are hard to overcome—turn in something even if it’s late. If you fail an assignment, re-do it and submit it for (the higher) late credit. The deadline for all work is 2:30pm on the last day of the marking period.
12. Work must be at a high school level to earn credit. This includes artwork (if you choose those options). In general, if you are not artisitic, don’t submit artwork. Especially don’t submit artwork if you chose it to be easy. Homework not done at a high school level will not be accepted. If you earn this comment and would like to see examples of high school level work, please see Miss Pilon. She will also be happy to forward photos of acceptable work and your work to your parents. 
13. Work not submitted in the assigned format will not be graded. Specifics about this are listed in each of the Assignment Directions posted on the weebly. Read Artwork, Written, Video, PowerPoint Directions depending on which option you choose.

14. Some assignments are taken online at socrative.com. This work cannot be made up at home. Students who are absent on Socrative classwork days will have to make arrangements to do the Socrative after school or during study halls. All students are welcome to re-do any Socrative activity for a better grade. They will receive the highest grade earned. These activities are preparation for chapter tests. 
15. Class/Homework will be submitted to www.turnitin.com. Students will post most classwork to turnitin.com. They will ‘enroll’ at this website for Theology class. This is a plagiarism service- it compares student work to millions of sources. It reports to the student the percentage of similarity between their original work and these sources. It reports to the teachers what material came from where- by name and percentage of similarity. Specifics about this are listed in the Assignment Directions posted on the weebly.
16. Any original work/reflection with a similarity score 30% or higher will not be accepted (excludes homework directions/questions). Be sure to check your score, and if needed, revise and re-submit. If your assignment is late work, use the Late Work Folder at turnitin. E-mail the teacher to inform her that you have posted a late assignment. Only one late assignment can be posted at a time. Be careful that you do not overwrite unscored work.
17. Students who cheat/plagiarize earn a ‘zero’ for the work/test and a Level 2 behavior referral to the Dean of Students (both the giver and the taker). They will be assigned a seat in front of the teacher. Friends don’t help friends—and that includes from semester to semester. Extra credit will not be given to “make up” for academic dishonesty. Please note that turnitin informs the teacher (by name) of the student who supplied the work- whether that person is in the same class, semester, school year, etc. Make-up work for this zero will not be given. Don’t cheat and you won’t have to worry about these consequences.
18. It is not necessary to be present at school to submit online work. This is a new and necessary attitude for you to own. Being absent does not excuse the late work penalty for online assignments.
19. Papers will be marked down for poor English usage. Your word processing software has a spell checker and a grammar checker. Use them.

20. Talking during a test session is forbidden. The presumption, whether you have turned your test in or not, is that you could be cheating. Be silent until the testing session ends. Your future academic credit will require this habit. Start now.
21. Whenever grades are posted to PowerSchool all missing work/tests will be entered as a zero.  This includes work from absences.  If the work/test is submitted, your score grade will be changed.  I prefer that parents see what your grade is without your work—just in case it is never turned in.

22. Chapter Test questions are taken word-for-word from class/home work. You will have the question and the answer in your test notes if you are attentive and participating. Semester Exam questions are taken word-for-word from the Chapter Tests.  Students are expected to correct chapter tests and save them until the semester exam.  No other exam review “worksheet” or summary will be given.  HS/ College Tip-- Save all work until after the semester exam and then until you have your final grade.  It is your proof that you earned a grade that perhaps you did not receive.
23. Student lack of planning or effort which earns a poor grade does not create a teacher emergency. Do not ask for extra credit. There is none. Turn in your missing work and re-do failed tests/assignments. If you need help learning how to study better and improve your grade, please see the teacher to set up an after school appointment.  While I stay most every day until at least 4:30pm, students should check to see that I am not scheduled to an afterschool meeting before staying for extra help.
24. If you misuse your iPad, it may be confiscated. The school iPad use policy will be enforced and you will earn school discipline. If asked, students are expected to unlock the iPad for teacher review. 
25. If you are working on something for another class during Theology class, it will be confiscated and then discussed with you. It is possible that it will not be returned or that it will be labeled as being done in theology class and returned. Your seat will be changed to the front of the room where you will have more direct teacher supervision.
26. In the event that parents have concern and request a conference, it will be scheduled so that both parents and the student can attend.  At this level, parent-teacher conferences without the high school student’s presence will not productive. A parent can easily become a frustrated middle-man. The student and I know how work is assigned, what kinds of deadlines there are, and other specifics like class behavior. We two should be having the conference with the parent there as an advocate for the student. I am willing to schedule a conference after the parent’s work day.
27. All test dates, test study lists, and assignments will be posted at www.smcctheology.weebly.com. 
28. Water Drinkers which have been permitted by the Office
You have been given permission to drink water (only). Be prepared to spill out a little of your drink to show that it is water. If it is not water, you will dump your drink, fill it with water and then return to class tardy. Do not ask to put your coffee (or whatever) in your locker. If it is medically necessary for you to have water with you at all times, then that is what you should be doing.

Teacher Contact Information
Students- If you have any concerns, please see me, especially during HOMEROOM when you have ten free minutes for just these sorts of activities. If you have a generic question about homework or an upcoming test, follow these steps-

1. Check the weebly.

2. Check with a classmate- all freshmen are in the same Theology course (no honors/concepts).

3. As a last resort, e-mail the teacher.

My e-mail address is kpilon@smccmonroe.com.  I am not online 24/7 and may not see your e-mail once I leave work. Since I may only see an e-mail at school the next day, plan accordingly for a reply. A lack of a reply to your question will not excuse late work.
Parents- I check e-mail throughout the school day and this is the best way to contact me. My school telephone number is 241-0663 x. 219. Voice messages at this extension are forwarded as an audio file to my e-mail. I will make every effort to return your call/e-mail the same day.
